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Abstract. The article is devoted to the peculiarities of establishment, 
development, and transformation of the Moscow school of artistic crafts into the 
Institute of traditional applied arts, a branch of the Russian university of traditional 
art crafts. Drawing on preserved historical sources that include previously unstudied 
and unpublished archival materials concerning the activities of the Moscow school 
of artistic crafts, which became one of two historically significant educational 
institutions leading to the opening in 2003 of a unique and only Russian higher 
education institution providing training for highly qualified artists specializing in 23 
types of traditional art crafts. 

Keywords: Moscow school of artistic crafts, Minmestprom (Ministry of local 
industry), artel (collective enterprise), proftexhshkola (professional technical 
school), vocational education, traditional art crafts, Institute of traditional applied 
arts. 
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